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30 November 2020 
Dear Bruce, 

Impact of Brexit on Devolution 
I am writing in response to your letter of 30 October regarding the impact of 
Brexit on devolution. The Economy, Energy and Fair Work (EEFW) 
Committee considered your letter at its meeting on 24 November and has 
agreed the terms of this response. 
Whilst your letter raises important constitutional issues, this Committee has 
not done much Brexit related work to date, nor has it considered the wider 
issues around the impact of Brexit on committees. For that reason, this 
response does not seek to address all the questions set out in your letter but 
rather makes a number of general points for the Finance and Constitution 
Committee’s consideration. 
The EEFW Committee agrees that any policy-making process, including in 
areas previously subject to EU law, should be subject to consultation of those 
affected by the policy.  There should be clear and transparent processes for 
facilitating such engagement. 
The need for engagement of those affected applies to many areas of post-
Brexit policy making, including common frameworks.  The EEFW Committee 
would expect both the Scottish and UK Governments to consult on common 
frameworks, publish the responses and intimate to the relevant committee any 
changes made to the framework as a result of the consultation.  This would 
enable committees to gauge the response to the framework and plan its 
scrutiny accordingly. 
This Committee is expecting to scrutinise the Public Procurement Common 
Framework in the near future.  The Clerks are currently seeking to gather 
information from the Scottish Government and to find out what, if any, work 



our counterpart committee in the House of Commons plans to carry out on the 
framework.  
The Committee believes that it is important that information and timescales on 
forthcoming common frameworks should be made available well before they 
are referred to committees.  The EEFW Committee has a very full work 
programme and would require notice to scrutinise common frameworks. 
It is likely that some common frameworks will be largely technical (as has 
been the case for many of the Brexit related UK statutory instruments 
considered by this Committee).  Consideration should be given to developing 
some kind of sifting process so that committees can be proportionate in the 
scrutiny work they carry out on frameworks. 
In terms of resources, we note the additional work already arising from 
increased numbers of Brexit-related SIs and SSIs referred to the EEFW 
Committee. Briefing on these matters from officials in SPICe and legal 
services is vital to committees’ consideration.  Any increase to the work 
arising for committees from Brexit-related matters should be properly 
resourced. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Gordon Lindhurst MSP 
Convener 
 
 
 
 


